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Blog Your Way to Fame, 
Fortune, and Fun !

IWOSC Saturday Seminar

www.iwosc.org

Gerald Everett Jones
www.boychiklit.com

Helen Jupiter
www.helenjupiter.com

Blogger promises it’s easy. We’ll see!
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Step 1: Create a Google account.

Your “avatar”
name as it
will appear
in postings

Legalese
may affect 
your decisions

Step 2: Name your blog.

Title 
for 
top of 
main 
page

“Bot”
defense
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Step 3: Choose a template.

Scroll 
for 
more 
choices

Success! You can go home now.

Now we’ll find out if you’ve lost your nerve.
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Compose your first post.

Upload and insert picture

Insert hyperlink

Bold
Italic
Color

Do this!

Nerds knock yourselves out.

Paste
auto-
generated
associate
link code
(for
example)
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Blogger login dashboard

Edit posts

What Makes Blogs So Hot?
Search engines seek out and favor pages that 
change frequently.

New blog content attracts repeat visitors and 
searchers.

Visitors and commentators from other blogs 
build communities.

A blog with many links back to it from other 
blogs is an “Authority” on its topic.

Authorities are newsmakers.
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Example… how a free blogging gig can pay off.

Now It’s Your Turn
What is your Wildly Important Goal 
(WIG)?

How can a blog help you do that?

What is your topic?

What is your blog title?

What is your blog domain name?

How is your blog like foodieview?
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What is your WIG?

How will your blog promote 
your goal?
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What is your topic?

What is your blog title?

What is the domain name?

How will your blog be… ?
- Topical

- Focused

- Unique

- Personal

- Opinionated

- Regional

- Gossipy

- Informational

- Newsy

- Engaging

- Current!
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Risks

Inappropriate content (believe it or not)

IPR liability (DMCA)

Bogus posters / spammers / 
impersonators / alias abusers / flamers 
and flakes

Bots

Blogger comment control

Blogger can email you to approve new comments.

Specify who can
post, manage
by invitation
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For Published Authors 
www.amazon.com/connect

You need an Amazon.com account.

Log on to the URL and search for your titles.

Specify a verifier for each title (agent or publisher).

Specify which title pages will get posts.

Log on and post. Be careful about embedding 
external links in your posts.

Also apply for an Amazon Associates account so you 
can get income from promoting books and other 
products on your blog site and in your guest posts on 
other sites.

Cross-post.

Other Blog Tracking Tools
http://www.google.com/ig

http://www.alexa.com

http://www.flickr.com

http://www.yelp.com/la

http://digg.com

http://reddit.com

http://www.newsvine.com

http://www.stumbleupon.com

http://del.icio.us

http://www.netvibes.com
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Building a Community
Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Track links and authority status with 
Technorati.

Post on MySpace, Facebook, Gather, 
Goodreads, Amazon Connect (authors).

Track topic with Google Alerts, RSS.

Cross-post.

Comment on others’ blogs – try to become a 
Guest Poster.

Domain name control
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Blogger template edit

Google “plug-in” features (ads, etc.)

User-defined links

Blogger page element options

Beware
the
legalese!

Great
idea!

Propeller-
head
Heaven!
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Blogger edit Hot Links

Paste URL

Arrows
move
item
position
in list

Blogger template HTML edit

Copy page
code out to
DreamWeaver,
FrontPage,
Joomla
and back
again
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Embed associate links

- Apply for associate program at vendor site
- Log onto associate page at the site
- Generate link code for the product
- Paste HTML link code into blog template or post

What’s an Opt-In List?

CAN-SPAM law

See ConstantContact.com, 
VerticalResponse.com

Use opt-in plug-in on your blog site to 
build your “push” database

Be very careful! Don’t be a spammer!

Accounts are subject to audit. 
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Really Useful Sites
www.breitbart.com

Breaking news feeds

Blog feeds

www.salon.com

New journalism

‘zines
ezinearticles.com

associatedcontent.com

www.blogpulse.com
Blog tracking

www.pma-online.org
Indep publishers

Blog tips

www.publish-l.com
Publishers’ forum

www.iwosc.org
Writers’ forum

Tips for Bloggers
Post several times per week.

Screenful-sized posts or shorter

One topic per post

Enrich with media (photos, video, music) that 
relate to topic (watch IPR).

Encourage and stimulate comments (provoke 
response).

Invite guest posters who are on-topic.

Build a community and a personal following.
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Rule Number 1

People love blogs that express 
strong, personal opinions
about news or with news

they can’t get readily elsewhere.

Rule Number 2

Blogs are shameless
self-promotion that is

entertaining and informative.
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The Only Rule That Matters

Boredom is lethal.

Enthusiasm is viral!

Shameless Self-Promotion

Now selling in

- Softcover
- Amazon Kindle ebook
- Mobipocket PDA ebook
- Adobe PDF ebook
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Earth to Jupiter

Helen Jupiter

helen@helenjupiter.com

Available for Your Next Party

Gerald Everett Jones

La Puerta Productions

gerald@lapuerta.tv

www.boychiklit.com


